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RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL ON DRILLING PLATFORMS 

15. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for State 
Development: 

(1) What is the current volume of radioactive material stored on drilling platforms that must be disposed 
of? 

(2) What is the nature of the material? 

(3) What kind of ionising radiation is involved? 

(4) What is the strength of the radiation? 

(5) What is the rate of decay of the various components of the radioactive material? 

(6) Who is responsible for determining the future storage of the material? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  I am advised - 

(1) 1 010 litres. 

(2) The material is liquid waste composed of water and barium sulphate scale. 

(3) There are traces of radium 226 and 228 in the scale. 

(4) The scale has an activity measure ranging between 22 and 51 becquerels per gram.  Material is 
considered radioactive above 30 Bq/gm.  Note: a standard household detector or emergency exit sign 
emits more radiation than this scale. 

(5) Radium 226 - uranium series - and radium 228 - thorium series - have half lives of 1 620 years and 5.8 
years respectively. 

(6) The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources is responsible for the management of naturally 
occurring radioactive material related to offshore petroleum exploration and production activity in 
commonwealth waters.  The Radiological Council of Western Australia and the Department of 
Environment and Water Catchment Protection are responsible for storage arrangements onshore in 
Western Australia.  Note: radium is widespread in the environment and trace amounts are found in 
many foods.  The average dietary intake is estimated to be 15 Bq a year by the 1996 Australian drinking 
water guidelines. 

 


